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an uncommon | Nature, 

an Affair. attended with 
ircumſtances ſo unſual, ſo hard 
d be paralled, as the Caſe of Eli- 
abeth Canning is, made its Ap- 
arance in the World, when Rea⸗ 
n and Humanity, when Truth 
d Juſtice pleaded the Cauſe, and 
ave the Verdict in behalf of in- 
rd Innocence, who would ex 
have the Juſtice of that Sen- 
nce call d in Queſtion, and ſuch 
multuous Proceſſes carried on in 
A 2 each 


TO", oo 2 —Se—— 


\ \ * 
PWT 2 * A 


* * p — Derr * ** 1 _ A * 
8 0 © ＋ ae 7 N _— * nn 
. "> @, "7 = 8 , »” 
: #4. 5 -u« þ4 . | 
; A * n - 


* : | _— —.— = 2 4 > ST INT 
ceeach Bookſeller's Shop? But, th 
this was the Conſequence no one 
©; ignorant ; and this'being the Ca 
 _ a zealous Regard for my Countr 
Laws, and a Deſire, if poſlibl 
do fig put the Truth, cauſed? n 
to give my Attention to both Pa 
ties; and I ſhall therefore make 
. few impartial Remarks. 
I.! n the Beginning of your Bod 
5 you endeavour to monopolize 
Credit to your own Story, how in 
probable ſoever, by taking Pai 
to perſuade the, Wotld, thouy 
without aſſigning any Reaſon for 
that Mr. Fielding is your. Enem 
and on this Accoutit you woul 
have him thought a Liar: And 
his Endeavour to ſupport injure 
Innocence is the Cauſe, 1 think it 
Title he need not be aſhamed 
You ſay you have ordered yo 
Name to be put to the Pamphl. 
that you may not be thought t 
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ere 5 might 
| t, Sir, I A4. 


Od 


ealed it, I think: you b acted 
dre prudently: La what a Stain 
uſt it be to that Pen, which has 
o lately been employ d in a Cauſe, 
hat will ever add Honour to your 
Memory, to be now g Ca- 


Bed Vagrant, and deſiring to per- 
vade others out of their Senſes, 
ho do not chuſe to ſubmit their 
onſciences to your Faith? (I had 
lmoſt ſaid Intereſt.) As for what 


ng e Þ: a Creature, God and your 


ithout any ſiniſter View engaged 
n the Cauſe of Virtue and In- 
ocence, it had been à Credit to 
you, But I ſhall make no farther 


Apology, 


or of thoſe others, "officio 


ure you): — them has ſet 
ne to work. But had you con- 


umny atound, in behalf of a con- 


ntereſt you may have in patroniz- 


lf only know. But had you 
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but begin at your o 
2 vyhich I find be fr 
the iDaily Advertiſer of : Fanuai 
the Sixth.) "Whereas Elizabeth Can 
ning went, Kc. &c. uhich is cloſed wit 
n guppoſition, and that a juſt an 
reaſonable one tdo, I think, of he 
being forced away by Rufßans, ani 
being heard to ſhriek out in a Hack 
ney: Coach in Biſhop/gate-Stree 
The latter Part of this Suppoſitid 
1 do with you imagine to be a Mi 
take, ſo far as relates to the Coach 
ſo far am I from believing it, tha 
ſnhe expreſl ſays in her Affidavit 
that when ſhe came to her ſelf, 
pereeived two Men hünying he 
along a large Road-way, and tha 
her Petticoats were dirtied; a clea 
Proof, as you c N chat then 
was no — oe. 


uus. p. 9. Seſſions Paper, p- log, 111 


Le 


| FP wok You ask , 


ſuppoſed? For 
much in the Caſe to authoriae ſuck 


Let us now examiner your) Ob- 


why ſup- 
poſed to be forcibly; taken. — 


Why, or how can it be otherwiſe 
certainly there was 


an Imagination. Are theſe Tranſ- 
actions common, you ask? I own 
that her Circumſtance is ſomething 
ſingular and unuſual 3 but yet we 
find Wickedneſs daily increaſing to 
a higher Pitch among the Dregs of 


the 3 808 and to what it may at 


laſt arrive, God only know. 
You ſay again, in the forecited 


pa get, To what purpoſe was ſhe 
i fore'd away, as 1 was not hand- 


ſome, nor was her Dreſs tempting 


enough for any one to take her a- 


way to rob her; and if it was, you 
allow the Place i in which ſhe was 
firſt attack d, convenient enough 
for that Purpoſe, without the un- 
Hill p. 1s. i.. 
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ſſary 
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F 8 2 
etelggy Probe of dra Sp] hes © 
ſome Miles diſtant ? To all theft 
I anſwer Firſt, it was not for her 
Life; otherwiſe they would not 
have uſed the Precaution of allow- 
ing her an) ny/thing by way of Suſte- 
nance. Exo, it was done in or- 
der to lay Siege to her Virtue, and 
initiate her into the Tribe of Pro- 
ſtitutes. And chat they ſhould give 
themſelves fo much T rouble, will 
appear no great Cauſe for Wonder; 
When we conſider, that had thitc 
Scheme took, they would in Time 
have Felt the Sweets of it, as well 
as have added to their Maſter's 
Kingdom, which would have af- 
lorded them ſome Satisfaction; for 
if there is Joy in Heaven over one 
Sinner that repents, we muſt al- 
low the Devil a malicious Pleaſure 
in traducing a Soul from Virtue to 
Vice; and ſo buſy is he in enlarg- 


. * that he will leave no 


* 6 Stone 
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l Y 
Stone unturif'd' to add to his Domi! 
nions. IT his Caſe is a ſufficient 
Proof of it; this injured Innocent; 
after being robb'd, and hurry” a 
to a Houſe of ill Repute, was by 
Promiſes and Menaces ſtrongly pur- 
fuaded to add to the Number of 
Thieves (for Gypſies I efteem- no 
other) in Squiress Gang, and 
Whores in Mother PVellls Houſe : 
And, therefore, if I may be al- 
lowed the Words of our Saviour, 
1 would apply them to this Set of 
People *, that they compals Earth 
and . try all Means to gain one 
Proſelyte, and when gained; make 
him twofold more the Child of 
Hell than themſelves. * 
Thus, therefore, I think I have 
fhewn the Reaſon of her being 


forced away, and thus uſed. But 


why do I fay thus uſed, to you who 
deny the Story, and who, I doubt 
* Matt. xxili, 16. 
B not, 
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not, * were a few. ee 
guments put in the Scale, would 
next endeavour to perſuade us there 
is no ſuch Perſon as Elizabeth Can- 
"ning in the World ? Howeve 1. 1 
think I have to conſiderate Perſons 
cleared up the Cauſe of this 5 
Treatment, which was to ſtarve 
her out of her Virtue; but 
be praiſed, ſhe held out the Siege 
to her Credit, and the Shame of 
thoſe who defend ſuch atrocious 
a But now, Sir, ſhould 
_ You,/: or, your Adherents take in 
Your Heads to ſay, if this was the 


Caſe, how: RENE. that, in all that 


- Tim neither the Men came to her 


© to gratify their Luſt, nor the Gyp 
to ſee if ſhe would comply ? lan- 


ſwer, Innocence is the peculiar Care 
of Heaven; and the Devil cannot, 
without Divine Permiſſion, do. all 
the Miſchief, he would. They 
3 ot ſhe been. dead, the 

Stench 
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Shah of 'her Body would fodit 
inform them; had ſhe outlived her 
Chaſtity, they imagined ſhe would 
acquaint thent, to — more Li 
berty. 

Thus that God, who Ebenen 
Abimelech from committing Folly 
with Sarah, who ſtopped the Lions 
Mouths whilſt Daniel was in the 
Den; who delivered Shadrach, Me- 
2 and Abednego from the Hery 
, Furnace, preſerved this Girl chaſte, 5 
though in ſo bad a Houſe. ©. 

Secondly. You ſay her Dreſs | 
was not ſufficient to tempt any one 
to rob her : But certain it is that 
ſhe was robbed, both in going to, 
and after ſhe arrived at Yellss 
Houſe ; and upon this Circum- 

ſtance was Squires condemned; to 
this Canning and Vertue Hall both 
pofitively ſwore. But the latter 1 
know you will ſay is perjured.--- 
That, Sir, I will allow you; but 
B 2 whether 


ks 


whether in her Evidence oc Re- 


Fielding Anſwer (though you fay 
he is your Enemy) ſufficient to con- 
vince even you, Sir, if you have 
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cantation is the Query, and what 


1 ſhall conſider in its proper Place. 
In anſwer to your Objection, if 


ſhe was not carried in a Coach, how 


could thoſe who carried her get a- 


long | undiſcovered ? I think Mr. 


not utterly forſworn the Uſe of your 


Senſes, and ſhall, therefore, quote 
it verbatim. In Reality, the 


e Darkneſs of the N ight, at that 
tc Seaſon of the Year, and when 


ee it was within two Days of the 


% New Moon, and the Indifference 


« of moſt Perſons to what does 


„ not concern themſelves, toge- 


cc ther with the Terror with which 


all honeſt Perſons paſs by Night 


« through the Roads near this 


„ Town, will very ſufficiently ac- 


* re; P. 16. 
e count 


* 


48) Ry 
«. count for the Want of all. In- 
« terruption to theſe Men, in the 
6e Conveyance of this poor Girl. 
But, to wind up your "Thread as 
you have ſpun it, you tell us next, 


That from the Day of this Pub- 


lication, by which _— World — 8 


informed f the Girl's Uſage, 
hear no more of her till herR. 3 
Home. If by this you mean that 
the was but once advertiſed, beg- 
ging your Pardon, Sir, you lye--- 
under a Miſtake. . But if you mean, 
we have no more Intelligence what 
became of her, pray, Mr. Conju- 
rer, how ſhould we ? For I dare to 
tay, that for all your Skill, was you 
to be confined in a Room, ſtrip- 
ped of Neceſſaries, and left with 
only Bread and Water, an old 
Grate, and ſome antiquated Cob- 
webs, as you are pleaſed to obſerve; 
I fay, had it been thus with you, 
Hill, p. 16. 


your 


clear Account 


1 
Je i could not have — 
ved how to acquaint any one with 
pour Condition: And F doubt 
not but could Cannings Friends 
have known where ſhe was, the 
World would have ſaved much 
Trouble, and you and your Adhe; 
rents much Scandal and Diſgrac 
Again, you ſay and unſay in one 
and the fame Page; you firſt fay, 
it wWas not on the Credit of Can- 
nis Story that” Squires was con- 
demned, 1 then directly tell 
us, it was on the moſt full and 
given by one who 
declared ſhe had ſeen all the Tranf- 
actions of which the Court yas 
concerned to judge: One who 
being a Stranger to the injured Per- 
| fon}, and a Friend to the Convicts, 
it cannot be thought ſhe would of 
herſelf add any thing to corrobo- 
rate with, or ſtrengthen the Profe- 
cutors Evidence. What, Sit, is 
2 _ * Bilh P _” 
1 | this, 


—— 


I , * WF, : s 
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This but a 4 of the Cerdit of 
ber Story? Did not Halls Evi- 
dence add to the Belief of it ? And 


on this Credit were N Criminals 8 


condemned, | LAS, N 
Vou ſay, we are now reviewing 
this. Affair in a different Light, 
and are let into the Seeret, of its 
in, Pray, who is let into that 
ers I believe nobody yet, unleſs 
yourlelf, You. ſay, Vertue Hall has 
fince. freely and voluntarily de- 
clared, 1 — her Evidence on the 
Trial was entirely falſe, and that 
ſhe was actuated throug h Fear. 
That there is a Falſhood has 
I will with you allow. But why is 
it not as likely to be in the a 
tionas inher Evidence? Indeed, why 
is it not more probable to be in the 
former than in the latter ? The Re- 
 cantation, you ſay, was upon Oath z 
ſo-was her Evidence more than — 
The Evidence ſhe (or at leaſt you 
for her) pretends to ſay was given 
through 


then there was any 


(a). * 
wms rear 92 of what > For 
1 do not in the whole Courſe of the 
Story find that any Thing was al- 
ledged againſt her, farther than be- 
ing n Mother Wellis Houſe; and 
as ſhe was found in Company with 
the Priſoners, that might be ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe for her Commitment 
for farther Examination, though 
none for her Condemnation; and if 
you allow the Truth of that Apho- 
riſm,. Conſeia mens, recti murus 
abeneus erit, I do not apprehend 
ſhe had then any thing to fear on 
that Score. But perhaps, Sir, you 
may have never had the Satisfaction 
to experience that to be true. If 
Fear in the 
Caſe, it could only proceed from 
the following Cauſe: That ſome of 
Sguiress Crew, Fellows of the vileſt 
Principles, and capable of the baſeſt 
Actions, had been with Hall, and 
threatned to murder her, unleſs ſhe 


3 her Evidence, and pro- 
| miſed 


Rr eld - 2 ko — 17 8 


truſted, and the Jury 
they are tried, were as capable of 
detecting it as you; or even his bußß | 
Lordſhip himſelf. 
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pan her Rewards 1 ſhe. would 2 


Aud that this was the Caſe, the 
Treatment a poor Man lately met 
with, on Suppoſition of being one 
bf Canning s Party, leaves Room to 
———— To me, therefore, it 


very plainly appears, that her Re. 
cantation was more the Effect of 


Intereſt} than the Evidence of any 


Fear ſhe was inſpired witly by Can- 


nis Friends. Heſides, had there 
been any Fallacy in the Evidence, 


certainly "thoſk Gentlemen in whoſe 


Hands — Lives of Subjects are en- 
before whom 


o 


true, how could it corroborate ſo 
exactly with ay Fs Evidence, 
for it appears by Mr. 


ielding's Ac- 
count, that Hall never did hear Can- 


ning s Afedavit ? (And certainly, 


* 


C Sir, 


2 £ 
21 


6 * 
-". be has +8 Reaſon to Er- 
pect to be credited as you., Was 
not tlie Fact true, why ſhould 

the Priſonets be ſo unwilling to he 
examined, as it appears they werd *? 
And why ſhould Walls forbid) Zed 
making any Clack of the Affair 
And Fall in her Examination be- 
fore Mr. | Fielding owns her Un- 
willingneſs to confeſs to 
from ber Fear of Mother Ma e. 
Sprints $. . 1. An k 
| You-next urge the Innorababiliey 
- of the: Promiſe which | was made 
85 . perform d: 
That hkewiſe; Sir, I grant yen; 
1 yet think it an Argument likely 

to prevail with Perſons of no very 
acute Underſtanding, and as ſuch, 
might be made alba 0 her; and 
had ſhe yielded, doubt not but ſhe 
would hae Hud hep: 1 


4 ; ' | 2 | 
e . p. 1% f 754 443 


As 


: tg bt her, 
* * 
= 


J -* - 
A tb Four nert Query; - whe 
there could foreſee the Length 
ob her Confinr ment, or how elſe 
could ſhe Her Eating? 
I-efteen it equally frivdlous and 
tidiculous ; 3 
. {make no Doubt, that 
yon would have but little Stumach 
for Eating, eſpecially when the 
emen w hard 1 
— ſay Again, there Apo 
Cauſe why ſhe did not make her E- 
ſcape the firſt Night, as well as 
when the did. To chis 1 anſwer, 
the Thing ſpeaks for it ſelf; when 
ſbe was firſt impriſoned, the ap- 
prehended, that had ſhe'made any 
ſuch Attempt, her Life muſt have 
Paid for it; but her Aﬀter-Treat- 
ment embolden d her. And as for 
her getting Home, which yon take 
Notice of, you cannot, unleſs you 
we wiltully ignorant, but be Cal 
1 ble, 
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ple; hs Perſons in: a Peight/or 
under any Terror, are capable of 
erformiig more than at other 
| Re And her not declaring her 
Caſe till ſne got Home, might pro. 
ceed from her A enſions of 
lighting on ſome Sqyiress Gang, 
and being by them brought back, 
and us d worſe than at rt. 1 
Nor do I think the Time of her 
Travelling ſo publick as you would 
perſuade us, as for her to be took 
notice of by Hundreds. She ſet 
out from Eußeld at Four in the 
Aſternoon, when the Days were 
ſhort, and but few Perſons care to 
be upon the Road, ſo dangerous is 
Travelling after dark ; "She: did 
not reach Home till near Ten, be- 
tween which Hours, the Roads are 
ſeldom over crouded. But ſuppo- 
ſing her to have been met by divers; 
| miſerable —_— are now ſo com- 


o 


mike 


6 
Ss th 


"Ts" 


withanEyeof Indifference and Neg- 
lectʒ and even you yourſelf, curious 
as you would be thought, and buſy 
3 are, might have gone by her 
without regarding, eſpecially, at a 
Time which baſtened every one 
Home. | 

Thus much for ber nat telling 
her Caſe till ſhe got to her Mo- 
ther's: And that ſhe then did, is 
evident from the Witneſſes on the 
Trial. She made no Heſitation 
in doing it, but with that readineſs 
which is ever the Concomitant of 
Truth, declared her Caſe as well 
as her fatigued Spirits would per- 
_ 

Your next Wonderment i is +, at 
ah Quickneſs of the Tranſitions. 
Hut fure, Sir, your Judgment can- 
not be ſo weak as you would here 
make it be believed: For there 
? Seſſions * P. 113, 114. + Hill p. 22. 
4342 M | = 


0 e bens paſed by — oh 


| On 2) 
be ute NReaſon in the Word 
9 them-to be thus quick. The In- 
jury done to this poor Girl, was of 
a capital Nature; 0 as ſhe was 
chere in Conſinement, there was no 
Need for them to be under any Un- 
eaſineſs; but when they found he 
was gone, they might re 
imagine, that ſhe would tell her 
Caſe, and what would be the Con- 
 tequence of that, they were not 
ignorant. We may therefore con- 
_ clade, that their firſt Step would 
have have been to quit ah Premi- 
tes, and thereby confirmed the 
World in the Belief of what they 
now firmly credit. And certain I 
am, this would have been the Caſe, 
had not Juſtice quickly interfered to 
prevent. Though ſhe made her 
Eſcape on the — -ninth, ſhe 
was not miſſed by ——— till the 
thirty-firſt of January, and Febru- 
Lay t the firſt they were e apprehended. 
This 
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WI 3 * 
. Gin ſalciently acrounts for 
that Haſte you ſeem to wonder at: 


IE. was done in order to prevent 


their eſeaping from the Hand of 
Juſtice: - But — Sir, where does 
Mr. Fields mars aber Perſon 
Home was Wn NS blaplt; and 
putrid ? L have made a ſtrict Search 
for it, but can no where find it, 
unleſs in your Aﬀertion.. He fays 
indeed, that the returned in G 
weak and miſerable Condition, al- 
moſt ſtarved to Death: Such alſo 

is her own Affidavit +, and con- 
firmed by Witneſſes on the Trial. 
But here is not a Word of black 
and putrid; in a miſerable Condi- 

tion ſhe cer tainly was, was it only 

her Dreſs; but more ſo, in her bo-— 
dily Alteration. And as you are a 
Phylician, I preſume I need hot tell 


f Re p. 1 _ + Ibid p38. Sens 
Paper, p. 113, 114. : 
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yu, tint hae — 4 viſible 
Alteration in a Perſon's Body; with 
out its: being black and emaciated. 
Nor do I find that there was ſuch 
a ſudden Change for the better, or 
that ſhe was ſo — on the firſt of 
February, or long after, as you. 
would 1 us. You ſay — 

was told ſo by thoſe preſent, but 
who were they? Whores and Gyp- 
ſies, whoſe Words: and Oaths are 
neither to be taken. For 
the Character of an Infonmant 
ought always to be conſidered. 
You next fay, it does not ap- 
pear, that ſhe was any where con- 
Bed, unleſs by her own Conſent. 
| Certainly it does, by the Condition 
in which ſhe: returned Home; for 
few Perſons voluntarily ſtarve chem 
ſelves. You ſay ſhe did not return 
in that Condition; and becauſe you 
ſay ſo, you would have us ſwallow 
the ad however, hard of Di- 
* 


geſtiop, and convincing Proofs to 


630 


0 contrary notwithſtanding, Had 
xe not been confined from her 
tiends, w what Need was there to 
adyertiſe her three Times, and each 
Time; to encreaſe the Reward for 


her Diſcovery ? And, had ſhe been 


detained by * own Conſent, ſhe 
would 5 have made a better 
Bargain. 

,. Your father lee Suppoſ- 
tion, that ſhe was employed with a 
Gallant, appears void of Founda- 
tion: For ſure no Woman was ever 
treated by a Gallant as Canning was 
by Suires; and few. Women are 
won by Cruelty : Beſides, the Con- 
dition in which the Surgean on the 
Trial ſwears ſhe was“, is ſuch as 
could afford Pleaſure to but few- 
Gallants; and the Character like- 

wiſe which ſhe bears confutes 
= The- Account we have 
thereof is, that ſh& was a ſo- 


* Seſſions "hs p. 115, 
D ber, . 


(8). 


her, honeſt; but withal a Gar ple 
JR Girl; one who had behaved berlelf 


ſo as to gain the Good - will of all 
Who knew her; but yet had not 
Wit enough, was ſhe ſufficiently 
wicked, to, invent ſuch a Story, 
which would require better Heads 


than yours or mine; that ſhe was 


of a beneficient Temper, her kind 
Care for her little Brother ſhews, by 
procuring him a minced Pye, at her 
own Expence, though at laſt it 


ſerved for her Nouriſhment: But 


the laſt T hing to be confidered re- 


lating to her Character, is the ten- 
der Regard ſhe had to Conſcience ; 
ſo ſcrupulous was ſhe, ſo fearful of 


ignorantly giving in falſe Witneſs, 


ſo cautious of aſſerting any thing 
which might affect a Fellow-Sub- 

's Life — ſure Foundation, 
that when the Priſoners were under 
Examination at Mr. 7; 1hemaker's, 
after ſeeing Fobn Ts both in 


and 
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and out f bi * great 8 t, ſhe would 


only faid yn HY very much like 
one of the Men that robbed her“, 
and Hertue Hall expreſsly at he 
was the Man T7. 

This, Sir, is the Charts giren by KS: 
all, who knew her, of this vane Girl, 
whom you would fain perſuade us 
was wicked enough to invent ſuch 
an unparallel d Story: and if we are 
not to take her Character from her 
Acquaintance, from whom then 
are we to expect it ? Not from entire 
Strangers, ſurely. For you yourſelf; 
think, would not be ſo ridiculous 
as to pretend to give a Character. of 
one, of whom you know nothing 
at all. That this then is her Chaz 
racter, and that this Character adds 
Strength to the Credit of her Teftir 
mony, is ls © #78 5 


Selben Paper, p. 114. f Fielding, 845 
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not {wear poſitively to him; but 


{#). 
bb ſt Objection you t take k 
in your Head to make, is to the 
| Deſcription Canning gave of the 
Room ſhe was confined in. You 

fag, you do not mean that Deſerip- 
tion ſhe gave after ſhe had ſeen it. 
Why then you mean none at all, 
for. am certain, ſhe-never did de 

ſcribe it; till after ſhe had been long 

enough confined to obſerve every 

Thing therein. How could ſhe de- 
ebe a Houſe in which ſhe had 

„never been, ſo exactly as ſhe did 
| Wellss? How could ſhe deſcribe the 
3 Kitchen to be on the right Hand 
going in; and the Number of Steps 

going from thence, to the Stair- 
foot Door? Which it is plain ſhe 
did. Had Syuires or Mother Wells 
given her this Intelligence? Cef- 

fainly no. Ergo, ſhe muſt have been 

V there, and it rar be her own- Ob- 
E lervation; for it does not appear, 
3 | though 


— 
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a 
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turned to wy her the Account. 


Certainly, h ad this been the 750 


they would * oo on their Tria 


much in their Ea avour, as this would 
have been, if | prov d. You appeal 
to that Account ſhe gave before the 
fitting Alderman ; but this I ima- 
| gine. to be one of thoſe Secrets you 


cep to yourſelf; for in examining 


both Parties, I can no where, but 
in y your own Aſſertion, find, that ſhe 


ever deſcribed the Room, in the 


| Manner ou. relate. | 
Vou 47 * ſhe declared t 4 was 2 
dark Koog, but I preſume, thatin 
haſte, and * want of your Specta- 
cles, you might read dark for back; 
ſhe ſaid, and ſtill continues to ſay 2 
that chere was a Grate, with an 513 
Bed Gon, which ſhe made uſe of 


to 


* Hill, P. 25. + Seſſions Paper, p. 110, 111. 


G80 is wut have u us | aaa fo, | 


that any one went down, and re- 


I 
| 
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to cover ay when ſhe went 8 
and a Handkerchief, which ſhe tied 


about her Head, together with a 
Barrel, Saddle, Baſon, and Tobacco- 
Mould, and a little Hay to lie up- 


on. But here .is no Mention of 


Pictures, as you would have us be- 


lieye ſhe ſwore. This ſeems to be 


a pretty Sort of an Inventory, and 
ſuited to the Nature of the Place, 


a Lumber-Room, into which this 


poor Girl was put, to add thereto, 


as not being likely to be ſerviceable 
to them. Had ſhegiyen other Evi- 
dence, why is it not by the Magi- 
ftrate; before whom it was taken, 


made publick, in order to detect 
the Perjury ? But of all who e- 


ſpouſe the Gypſy's Cauſe, none are 


To publickly audacious as your ſelf. 


Even the Lord Mayor, whom you 


| pretend to ſay, has ſtrong Evidences 


in her behalf, has not yet told us 


ſo, and therefore we _ take it 


on 
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on your Word, which may be falſe: 
In all her Account, there is no Men- | 
tion made of Pictures, which you | 
ſay ſhe ſwore to, nor yet of Cob- | 
webs, on which you lay ſo much 
I Streſs. But take Care, they are 
weak Things to hang by, and may; 
perhaps fail you, 

' You argue from the Multitude 
of Cobwebs, there could' have been 
no Grate in the Chimney for a long 
Time. Had you faid there had been 
no Fire, you would have ſpoke with 
Reaſon, and I would allow it you, 
being of no Uſe to us ; but Fires 
are ſeldom made in Lumber-Rooms, 
and Cobwebs there not very un- 
common ; even though Grates 
or other Things are in the Room, 
if thoſe Things are not removed, the 
Cobwebs will remain unmoleſted. 
But ſuppoſing this Cobweb Story 
to be true; when did you ever ſee, 
or hear of any Cobwebs, of the 

Thickneſs 


Aracbne s, to be ſpun Fade 


many Generations. 


e 
Thiekneſs of S twel ve O faurteen 
7 f 7 V4 &1 £3643 + 4 5 * - [ 4 
Inches, -which, is the Depth of but 


web Story, therefore, ſeems like 


. N ; 


and is not of ſo thick a Texture, as. 
you. would fain perſuade us the i 


- 


= Webs themſelves were. And had le 


Canning. urged it in her behalf, it Il e 


would have added but little Credit Cl 
to her Teſtimony, ſince one Sweep 
with a Broom. would deſtroy them 


in a Minute, though the Work: of 
| gd ++ 4 

5 ö nd as for 

your admiring the Goodneſs of Pro- 


©, vidence in this Caſe, Monſirum Wc; 


borrendum ! But I hope, Sir, you Wy 


TN will give me Leave, as well as your, WM ;7 
ſelf, to admire that by and by. Mw 


And in regard to the Caſement you I. 
ſpeak of, {ſhe could not ſee what Wh 
was not there; or if it was, your 
Cobwebs were too thick to diſcern 
any Thing but Impoſture through 


* 


And 


And dw; Sr. 1 1 think, 1 have | 
15 through all your Objections but 
one, on which you lay as much 
Streſs as on the Cobweb Story, and 
is of much the ſame Force: That 
is, the Alibi Evidence. But this I 
look upon as nothing, fince they 
contradict each other; and Suiret 
contradicts them all *. 

Gibbon ſays, the Gypſy lay at his 
Hou ſe at Abbotsbury, Feb the 
Firſt to the Ninth of January. 
Clark depoſes, that on the Tenth, . 
he met her, her Son and Daughter, 
on the Road for London, at Crude- 
way-For, three Miles from Dor- 
cbeten; and Grevil aſſerts, they 
were at his Houſe at Coombe on the 
Fourteenth of Fanuary : Squires 
herſelf declares, that on Vew-Year's- 
Day, being Monday, ſhe lay at 
Grooit's Houſe at Coombe, the next 
Day ſhe was at Stoprage 3 ; but ſays 


> Seſſions Paper, p. 115, 116. 
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in the MNew-Year-Week, being 
January 5, when ſhe fays ſhe lay 
at Bag ſbot-Heath, and on the Sixth, 
Saturday, ſhe lay at Old Brentford, 
where ſhe continued till the Ninth 
or Tenth, on one of which Days 
ſhe went to Wellis, and continued 
there till her Apprehenſion; and 
Hall ſays ſhe was there long before 
And here is, ſure, abundant Reaſon 
to wonder at the 3 of Tran- 
ſitions, that ſhe who declares her- 
ſelf, on the Ninth of January, to 
have laid either at Ou Brentford 
or Enfield, ſhould on the Tenth bc 
ſeen within three Miles of Dor- 
chbefier. Do you alledge the Al- 
teration of the Style? I reply, 
moſt Perſons of her Rank fallow 
the eaſieſt Rule, and take the A. 
mmanack for their Guide; and we 
have now no Old Style; and that 
ſhe meant ew Seyle is plain by 
| CR Sas at Wo 


nothing where ſhe lay, till Friday 


* 


* Seſſions Paper, p. 113. 
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her 901 Ning for by the ot 


Calendar, Neu- Tear - Day fell on 
a Friday; thetefore ſhe coll not 
mean that, when ſhe ſays, that 
Friday, 79, in  New-Year-W, 76, ſhe 
lay at Bag ſhot- Heath. And here, 


8, T will with you admire the 


Good neſs of Providence, that after 
this. 15 was thus contrived and 
fwore to by her Friends to ſerve her, 
ſhe had no Power to ſhelter herſelf 
under the Subterfuge : : So ftrong 
did Conſcience fly in her Face, 
that ſhe could not help contra- 


dicting their Evidence; what ſhe 


ſaid, knock d all Gibbon's Teſti- 
mony on the Head, and much 
invalidates the others, Was ſhe 
weary of her Life, that ſhe thus 
endeavoured to- ſhorten it ? No 
ſure; for if ſhe could, ſhe would 
bow: proved herſelf elſewhere, 
though not in the Place ſhe was 


{wore to be at. You pretend there 
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=. are divers 9 4 lodg'd in the 


The was at Abbotsbury. | But. why 
are they not ; publiſhed, with the 
Perſons Names who ſwore- them, 
and by whom taken? I fay, why 
are 990 theſe produced ? Unleſs 
for Fear of being proved falſe. 3 
The Remainder of your Book 

is E LIM up in a Repetition of thoſe 
Falſities and Inconſiſtencies you 
have before mentioned: That Can- 
ning did not deſcribe the Houle; ? 
but that ſhe. did is plain from the 
Evidence of Men of Credit and 
Repute, (before ſhe went down after 
ber Return Home.) That ſhe did 
not deſcribe Squires may be, but 
immediately pitehed upon her as 
the Perſon, and you declare her 
dobe an ill looking Creature. The 
Mn Caſe of Vertus Hall, being actuated 
through Fear, I have already con- 


Ez, ſidered, and ſhall only add, that 
RR = | Innocence, 


ny Mayor's s Hands, to prove 
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Innocence, thou gh attended by Tg 

norance is always bold, d has 

nothing to fear. 
There is certainly great "I OY 

to enquire, why Judith Matus, 

and her Husband did not appear. 

You pretend, they were kept out 

by the Mob; but this is a filly Ex- 

cuſe, for as the Laws of En 

are ſo mild and equitable, ſo cauti- 

ous of a Subje&'s Life, as to defer a 

Trial upon the Priſoner's Peclara- 

tion, that his Evidence is not rea- 

dy; certainly Magiſtrates acting 

under thoſe Laws, would never ſuf- 

fer ſuch a material Evidence to be 

kept out by the Mob. The Reaſon 

then, why they did not appear, 

was, they knew the Story to be true, 

and apprehended themſelves in | 

Danger of being proſecuted c on the | 

Vagrant Act. | 
Thus, mighty Sophiſter, hive I 

gone through all your Objections, 

1 and 


|. good. All which ſtrengthens the 
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and laid as much streſs on them, as 
they will bear. That Canning was 
ſomewhere confined, is ſufficiently 
known; that the Houſe of Mother 
Meili was the Place, there is nd 
Room to doubt, being a Houſe of 
Ill Fame; that Syuires was there at 
the Time of the Robbery, is proved 
by the Evidence of ſeveral Perſons 
of Credit and Repute, before three 
worthy Magiſtrates in that Neigh- 
bourhood, and that Evidence ſe- 
conded by one of their own Gang; 
the Character of the Criminals was 
notoriouſly bad, that of Canning 
and her Friends as remarkably 
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Truth of Canning s Story: To 
confute this, you have ſent out a 
Pamphlet into the World with your 
Name to it: And on Account of its 
being your Production, and for no 
other Reaſon, you would impoſe it 
on the World for Truth, and expect 
ö | implicit 
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im olicit Such to be given . 


cumſtances, and the Treatment 


be confidered ? Why are not the 


rather than your bare Aſſertion? 
Why is the Underſtanding of both 


jects Lives facrificed to the Laws, 


but would rather have the Edge of 


the Sword of Juſtice ſoftened, - un- 


y leſs in Caſes of unparallel d Cru- | 


e clty. 


I i as they are now, and will remain 
till more convincing Proofs to the 


Wane have been yet , 


e 


Bur why. is not ſuch a Train of Cir- 


Les met with, on Suppoſition 
of being one of Corning Party, to 


Oaths of Men of Credit to be taken, 


— and Jury to be called in 

veſtion to maintain your Incon- 
fiſtencies ? I aſſure you, Sir, I take 
no Pleaſure in ſeeing my Fellow-Sub- 


I ſhall now conclude with a ſo- 
2 WF lemn Declaration of my Sentiments, 


contrary - ſhall appear, than any 
And 
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